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quired by the blood in passing through the lungs. This discovery has laid the foundation of a theory of animal heat that has thrown more light on the science of physiology than perhaps any other discovery which has ever been made.*
Mr. Lavoisier soon after proved that the weight acquired by heated bodies is owing to an absorption of oxigene.f To this discovery we are indebted for the French system of chemistry.
Before entering on this revolution, the greatest perhaps that has ever occurred in this or any other science, you will pardon me for occupying a few minutes of your time in paying the debt of gratitude we owe to him by whom it was effected.
Lavoisier was born at Paris, August 16th, 1743. From his earliest youth he maintained a genius of no common order. At the age of three and twenty he obtained from the Academy of Sciences a gold medal for a dissertation on the best mode of enlightening during the night the streets of a great city. Two years afterwards he was made a member of that justly celebrated society. As yet his mind was confined to no particular branch of science, but each in its turn was benefited by his attention. Until at length, about 1770, Lavoisier, struck with the importance of the discoveries which had recently been made by Priestley, Black,J Cavendish, and Macbride, relative to elastic fluids, turned his attention to this inexhaustible source of discovery.
He had now entered on a career which was to rank his name with those of Bacon, Newton and Hartley.
* See note on combustion.
t See note B.
J In 1775 Dr. Black discovered fixed air or the carbonic acid in calcareous earth. He affirmed that the dissipation of this air eon-verts it into lime, and that, by restoring it again to the lime, calcareous earth is regenerated.
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